Cattleya Orchid Growth Guide
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These orchids provide great color for windowsills a nd other areas, inside or outside, if
given enough light. Depending on type, certain comp act Cattleyas may bloom 1, 2, or
possibly 3x each year, and last several weeks on a semi-sunny indoor windowsill,
shaded outside a home, or hanging in a tree. Our or  chids are blooming size and may just
have been repotted, so don’t repot unless absolutel y necessary. **Depending on how
long your flowers were open when you got it, your flowers may come off in a few days or a
few weeks. This is normal . Grow the plant well and it will flower again !!

How to grow your orchid :

Light:

After the flowers fall off, place your orchid on th e lanai, Florida room, or in a bright
windowsill, with exposure to some filtered sun. Th e leaves should be medium-colored
green. If the light is too bright, the leaves may burn or be very light green. The outside of
the leaves can get slightly warm to the touch, but if the leaves feel hot, they are burning.
Never full sun all day. Dark brown, dry, patches o  n the leaves may be sunburn !

Water: Never use salt-softened water. City tap water or rain water is best. Water
approximately 1x per week in warm weather, -- longe  r during the cooler winter months —
and only every 7-14 days with big pots. Wait until the bark dries out before watering
again; the plants must not remain soggy. But, when you water, be sure the bar  k-medium
and plant roots are thoroughly  soaked with water . Remember--let the orchid roots dry out
before next watering, and don't let a plant to sit in water for very long; drain excess water
off after an hour. Bone dry for weeks is not good e ither, but it's better than water root rot!
Small pots dry out more quickly than large pots. C lay pots dry faster than plastic.

Fertilizer:  Fertilizer helps your plants! It is good to fertili zer at least every 2-3 weeks. We
recommend fertilizing ¥+-% teaspoon per gallon of wa  ter each time you water. The more
sun the plant gets the more fertilizer it can use w  hen growing. Any brand of balanced
plant food will work fine. You can use 10-15-10,2 0-20-20, or 15-30-15 or similar fertilizer.

Temperature: Ideal is 55-60F at night and 85-90F during the day. However, the plants
can take a short temp exposure range between 40F pr  otected, and 100F if shaded. Below
50F may cause them to stop growing until the temps warm up again. Below 40F can Kill,
so bring them in if they were outside. If you are ¢ =~ omfy, your orchid probably is, too.

Blooming: Mini-Cattleyas can bloom
anytime of year, usually 1 or 2+ times if
they are happy and growing, which is the
key to blooming. Some hybrids bloom
more frequently than others. Big Catts
bloom only once _per year. They can bloom
on each new growth, once the growth
matures. After the new growth has

bloomed, it stays on the plant for food
storage and will not bloom again.
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